


The music of the United States reflects the country’s multi-ethnic population 
through a diverse array of styles. 

It is a mixture of music influenced by West African, Irish, Scottish, Mexican and 
Cuban music traditions among others. 

The country’s most internationally renowned genres are jazz, blues, country, 
bluegrass, rock, rhythm and blues, ragtime, hip hop, barbershop, pop, 
experimental, techno, house, dance, boogaloo, salsa and rock and roll. 

The United States has the world’s largest music market and it´s music is heard 
around all over the world.

INTRODUCTION



FOLK MUSIC
➔ American folk music is a musical term that encompasses 

numerous genres, many of which are known as 
traditional music.

➔ Roots music is a broad category of music including 
bluegrass, gospel, old time music, Appalachian folk, 
blues, Cajun and Native American music.

➔ The music is considered American either because it is 
native to the United States or because it developed 
there, out of foreign origins.

➔ It is considered "roots music" because it served as the 
basis of music later developed in the United States, 
including rock and roll, rhythm and blues, and jazz.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NqHJ4V893e0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NqHJ4V893e0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_of_the_United_States


AFROAMERICAN
MUSIC



RAGTIME

● Popular between 1895-1918, played in 
afroamerican communities as St.Louis

● Played by piano
● The most popular artist was Scott Joplin



Blues

● Early forms of the blues evolved in and 
around the Mississippi Delta in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries

● The earliest blues music was primarily 
call and response vocal music, without 
harmony or accompaniment and without 
any formal musical structure

● Blues became a part of American popular 
music in the 1920s, when classic female 
blues singers like Bessie Smith grew 
popular

● Blues+Afroamerican church music=gospel
● In 1940s original blues is almost 

disappeared

Jazz

● New Orleans, late 19th early 20th century
● Influenced by swing and ragtime
● Louis Armstrong made it popular
● It also gave some of the greatest musics 

of US such as Miles Davis, Charlie Parker
● It uses a lot of instruments such as guitar, 

bass, drums, harmonic and a lot of wind 
instruments.





➔ Originated in the southern United States in the 
1920s.

➔ The origins of country music are the folk music of 
working-class Americans.

➔ Country music often consists of ballads and dance 
tunes with generally simple forms and harmonies 
accompanied by mostly string instruments.

➔ The term country music is used today to describe 
many styles and subgenres.

➔ In 2009 country music was the most listened to
       rush hour radio genre during the evening
       commute.

Country Music



HILLBILLY LUKE BRYAN

TENNESSEE



● Became popular in the 1990s
● Origin: neighbours which population was 

mainly Afroamerican
● Has influenced pop music as today they 

go hand by hand.
● West coast vs East coast



PUNK



● 1970s, NY
● Influenced by rock but with much more aggressive harmonies.
● Strong political message that rejected the established order.
● They believed in anarchy.
● DIY culture, they often self produced their music and was distributed by 

them.

PUNK





● Genre of popular music originated in USA during the late 1940s and 1950s
● Takes influence from blues and R&B
● Rockabilly mixed some country features with blue
● Rock has centered on the electric guitar, usually as part of a rock group with electric bass guitar 

and drums.
● By the late 1960s, a number of distinct rock music subgenres had emerged (blues rock, folk rock, 

jazz-rock) many of which contributed to the development of psychedelic rock.

Rock and roll

Psychedelic rock, style of rock music popular in the 
late 1960s that was largely inspired by hallucinogens, 
or so-called “mind-expanding” drugs such as marijuana 
and LSD, and that reflected drug-induced states 
through the use of feedback, electronics, and intense 
volume.









Pop Music

● Pop music began to emerge early in the 
19th century and in the 20th century the 
American music industry developed a 
series of new forms of music, using 
elements of blues and other genres of 
American folk music.

● These popular styles included country, 
R&B, jazz and rock.

●  The 1960s and '70s saw a number of 
important changes in American popular 
music, including the development of a 
number of new styles, including heavy 
metal, punk, soul, and hip hop. 



MUSICAL THEATRE

★ Is a form of theatrical performance in which the story and 
emotional content are communicated through the words, 
music, movement and technical aspects of the entertainment 
as an integrated whole.

★ It gives equal importance to the music, the dialogue, dancing 
and other elements.

★ The first musical where songs and dances were completely 
integrated into a musical argument was The Broadway Melody 
(1929)

★ 1930’s was the beginning of Musical’s Golden age. 
★ Warner Bros was the first studio that produced colored 

musicals.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OxWVH28E1KY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OxWVH28E1KY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OxWVH28E1KY



